
“We came unto the land whither thou 
sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk 
and honey; and this is the fruit of it. Nev-
ertheless the people be strong that dwell 
in the land, and the cities are walled, 
and very great: and moreover we saw 
the children of Anak there. The Amale-
kites dwell in the land of the south: and 
the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the 
Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and 
the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by 
the coast of Jordan. And Caleb stilled 
the people before Moses, and said, Let 
us go up at once, and possess it; for we 
are well able to overcome it. But the men 
that went up with him said, We be not 
able to go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we. And they brought 
up an evil report of the land which they 
had searched unto the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, through which we have 
gone to search it, is a land that eateth up 
the inhabitants thereof; and all the peo-
ple that we saw in it are men of a great 
stature. And there we saw the giants, the 
sons of Anak, which come of the giants: 
and we were in our own sight as grass-
hoppers, and so we were in their sight” 
(Numbers 13:27-33).

Every time we try to go forward to do 
the things the Lord would have us to 
do, Satan will be there to hinder, resist, 
tempt, and discourage us.  The devil will 
often use people to try to keep us from 
serving the Lord, or make us feel like we 
do NOT need to do what is right in God’s 
sight.  Notice the “objections” Satan in-
stigated through ten of the spies to keep 
the children of Israel from entering the 

land of Canaan.
1. The people be strong that dwell 

in the land.
2. The cities are walled, and very 

great.
3. We saw the children of Anak 

there.
4. The Amalekites dwell in the land 

of the south: and the Hittites, and the Je-
busites, and the Amorites, dwell in the 
mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by 
the sea, and by the coast of Jordan.

5. We be not able to go up against 
the people; for they are stronger than 
we.

6. They brought up an evil report 
of the land.

7. The land, through which we 
have gone to search it, is a land that ea-
teth up the inhabitants thereof.

8. All the people that we saw in it 
are men of a great stature. And there we 
saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which 
come of the giants.

9. We were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers, and so we were in their 
sight.

One of the most important admoni-
tions in the word of God is found in Ephe-
sians 6:10-18, where the word of God 
teaches us to put on the whole armor 
of God that we might be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil!  Unless we 
recognize Satan as a real enemy (I Peter 
5:8), and prepare ourselves for battles 
against him, we will be destroyed just 
like the children of Israel perished in the 
wilderness.  They did not recognize the 
devices of the devil (II Corinthians 2:11).  

They thought they were taking the “easy 
way,” when in reality they were choos-
ing the path of death (Matthew 7:13, 14; 
Proverbs 14:12)!

The truth is, with God’s help, WE ARE 
WELL ABLE to do everything He has 
commanded us!  We are able to break 
down great walled cities, defeat giants, 
overcome temptations, and build up 
walls (Nehemiah 4-6)!  When we look to 
Jesus for the strength we need, we can 
trample Satan and all his angels under 
our feet.  “No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper; and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee in 
judgment thou shalt condemn.  This is 
the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 
and their righteousness is of me, saith 
the LORD” (Isaiah 54:17). (Remember 
Isaiah 41:10; 43:1-5! Also remember 
Phil. 4:13!)

Look at the confidence of Caleb and 
Joshua. “And Caleb stilled the people 
before Moses, and said, Let us go up 
at once, and possess it; for we are well 
able to overcome it…. If the LORD de-
light in us, then he will bring us into this 
land, and give it us; a land which floweth 
with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye 
against the LORD, neither fear ye the 
people of the land; for they are bread for 
us: their defence is departed from them, 
and the LORD is with us: fear them not” 
(Numbers 13:30; 14:8, 9).

 May the Lord help us all to know the 
things God would have us to do, and 
know that by His grace WE ARE WELL 
ABLE to do all He has called upon us 
to do! 
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Work While Waiting
by Bro. Chris Bond
Patterson, Georgia 

In this article, we will study the sub-
ject of patience.  Modern day technol-
ogy, as convenient as it may be, has 
helped to make us a very impatient peo-
ple.  Everything we use today is much 
faster and more advanced than that on 
which previous generations relied.  I’m 
not against modern conveniences like 
fast food, instant coffee, or high-speed 
internet, but it subconsciously teaches 
us that faster is better.

What does it mean to be patient?  
The dictionary defines it as “demon-
strating uncomplaining endurance un-
der distress.” We exercise patience in 
varying degrees throughout the day. 
Think about this question:  Which is 
more distressing, waiting in line at the 
store or waiting on God’s response to 
prayer?

Romans 5:3 tells us that tribula-
tions work patience.  You can’t have 
patience without tribulations.  Most 

people think of being patient as sim-
ply sitting quietly while other things are 
going on.  The Bible tells us in Psalm 
37:34, “Wait on the Lord, and keep His 
way, and He shall exalt thee to inherit 
the land: when the wicked are cut off, 
thou shalt see it.” God commands us 
to work while we are waiting and keep 
His way, not to sit idly by.  Galatians 6:9 
tells us, “Let us not to be weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not.”

Just because we are serving God 
doesn’t mean that we won’t experience 
hard times. In I Peter 2:20, Peter says, 
“For what glory is it, if, when ye be buf-
feted for your faults, ye shall take it pa-
tiently?  but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is 
acceptable with God.”  When someone 
criticizes you for your faults, and you 
are patient with them, how much have 
you really achieved?  However, how 

do you respond when you choose to 
serve God, are faithful to Him and His 
word,  and then you endure persecu-
tion from friends, family, or whomever 
for your choice to serve God?  Do you 
take the persecution without complain-
ing and continue to serve?  If you do, 
then God is well pleased!

Jesus died to save His people from 
their sins.  He endured more tribulations 
than we will ever know! We sometimes 
forget that the servant is not greater 
than his Lord.  We often seem to think 
we can ride Jesus’ coattails when we 
are told to walk in the light (I John 1:7). 
I hope and pray that we can put God 
first, meditate on His Word, endure 
persecution, and have the “patience of 
Job.”

“Everything comes to him who 
hustles while he waits.”

 Thomas Edison

My baby is graduating! Of course, 
you need to know he is seventeen years 
old, is just over six feet tall, and weighs 
more than I do. But, he is still my baby. 

Seriously, our youngest child gradu-
ates from high school this spring. My 
husband Keith and I have known all 
year that this time would come, but we 
suddenly feel the reality.  As the day ap-
proaches, I have been thinking about 
our role in Will’s life.  Our older daugh-
ter is now married, and we know from 
experience that as young people ma-
ture, the parental role changes. 

He will not be leaving home imme-
diately. He will go initially to our local 
community college. Yet, we know Will 
still has so many decisions and chal-
lenges ahead of him. Keith and I know 
we cannot make  many of the choices 
for him like we could  when he was 
small. As a maturing young adult, he 
will need to make his own choices. I can 
only imagine a few of the choices he will 
make: which college will he attend after 
the community college; where will he 

PRAY FOR THE GRADUATES!
by Sis. Kathy L. Ross

Bartow, Georgia
work; whom will he date, perhaps even 
marry, etc.

My thoughts continue to go back to 
the Apostle Paul in the letter he wrote 
to his friends in the young church at 
Colosse. He prayed for them in Colos-
sians, Chapter 1: Vs 9 -10, “For this 
cause we also, since the day we heard 
it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 
desire that ye might be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding; That ye might 
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleas-
ing, being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of 
God”

Paul prayed the young church would 
continue in the right path and make 
choices that honor God. That is our 
prayer for our son. We pray this child 
who has been raised in a loving church 
family will continue to serve the Lord 
and to make choices that are God-hon-
oring. We pray Will is going to continue 
to grow in Godly wisdom. 

We know young people face so 

many worldly and ungodly influences. 
We recognize there are teachers and 
employers that will teach their theories 
and ideas that are contrary to God’s 
word. These people are individuals of 
influence and authority. Who are young 
people to believe? We have tried to 
teach our son that God’s word is the ul-
timate authority and test of truth. Paul 
also wrote to his friends in the letter to 
the Colossians, “Beware lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ.” 

We pray that the Senior Class of 2010 
has been “Rooted and built up in him, 
and stablished in the faith, as ye have 
been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving.” It is our continued hope 
and prayer that this generation will be 
the one that turns back to God and to 
God’s righteous paths.  No doubt they 
have so many opportunities ahead of 
them, opportunities to please God. 


